Solar panels in East Africa

Does Africa Import solar panels from China?

This report presents Ember's analysis of Africa's imports of solar panels from China. The
Chinese solar panel export data gives valuable insights because it includes imports up to June
2025,at a monthly granularity,and for every country in the world. The data can be found in
Ember's China Solar Export Explorer.

Where do Africa"s solar panels come from?

The vast majority of Africa’'s solar panels come from Chinese imports. That is because China
produced 80% of the world's solar panels in 2024,and is by far the biggest exporter. Africa
depends heavily on imports because domestic solar panel manufacturing is still limited.

Are solar panels taking off in Africa?

The first evidence of a take-off in solar in Africais now here: The last 12 months saw a big rise
in Africa’s solar panel imports. Imports from China rose 60% in the last 12 months to 15,032
MW. Over the last two years,the imports of solar panels outside of South Africa have nearly
tripled from 3,734 MW to 11,248 MW.

Are solar panels going up in South Africa?

In the last two years, the imports of solar panels have tripled outside of South Africa. They rose
from 3,734 MW in the 12 months to June 2023, to 11,248 MW in the 12 months to June 2025.
The increase in imports is more than a single month spike. Monthly imports jumped to a record
in December 2024, but have consistently elevated since.

Africa’s solar sector hit a milestone in 2025 with over 20GW of operational capacity and
booming investments across the continent. But which countries are leading this ...

How can Africa leverage its natural resource endowments, trade, and latent productive
capabilities for solar PV manufacturing, and ...

According to the latest report by IMARC Group, titled " East Africa Renewable Energy Market
Report by Type (Hydropower, Solar, Wind, and Others), and Country 2026 ...

A Continent-Wide Solar Wave: Far Beyond Kenya Kenya's boom reflects a broader continental
transformation. According to Ember's latest analysis of Chinese customs ...

A consortium of investors led by China"s JA Solar has laid the foundation stone of two
factories that will have the capacity to manufacture 2 GW of solar cells and 2 GW of panels in
The Africa Solar Outlook 2025 has been officially released on 15 January 2025 AFSIA's annual

Africa Solar Outlook report is the most complete review of the status of solar in ...

The Africa Solar Outlook 2025 has been officially released on 15 January 2025 AFSIA's annual
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Africa Solar Outlook report is the most ...

In collaboration with: The Middle East and North Africa saw 2019 again confirm the growth and
importance of commissioning large projects and launching additional phases of ...

Agrivoltaic systems (AVS) (elevated solar arrays enabling energy and rainwater harvesting
alongside crop production), have been gaining increasing traction globally. Most ...

Emerging economies across Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East would likely see
growth in renewables

Africa’s solar imports soared 60% to 15 GW in 2025, fueled by China, reshaping power and
cutting diesel reliance.

Africa imports record 15 GW of solar, fueling electrification. But the continent grapples with
limited local manufacturing & supply chain challenges.
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